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SATIRE, CENSORSHIP AND FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

LOYISO GOLA – THE THIN LINE
WEDNESDAY 8 JULY 14:00

Loyiso Gola is the co-creator and anchor of the satirical news 
television series Late Nite News with Loyiso Gola on e.tv and eNCA 
which was launched in 2010. In 2012 he was named one of the Mail 
& Guardian’s 200 Young South Africans. Men’s Health describes Gola 
as having “divisive mass appeal” due to the openly critical nature of 
his humour, and being “a genuine thinker masquerading as a fool 
and the reluctant voice of a cynical generation”.

POLITICAL SONG AT 331/3 
REVOLUTIONS PER MINUTE – 
RICHARD HASLOP
WEDNESDAY 8 JULY 17:00
MONUMENT RESTAURANT

Whether scathingly satirical, 
laugh out loud funny or as 
serious as your life, politically-
orientated song writing has 
always had the power to upset 
those who might have a guilty 
conscience. Richard Haslop, a 
practising labour lawyer who 
has been involved with music 
for most of his life, singles out 
songwriters from around the world and across the decades who 
set up their targets and knock them down with unerring accuracy, 
sometimes at considerable personal cost. Haslop presents the 
Listening Lounge from Sunday 5 to Wednesday 8 July at 17:00 daily 
at the Monument Restaurant.

When politics gets rough and talking gets tough, the fools come out to play to do and say the things the rest of us can’t for fear of being 
arrested (or shunned or pilloried in public). Who’d have thought that in the post-apartheid era we would need the satirists (of all kinds) to 
bring some sanity to our public sphere?

#cocreateSA is a platform for South African and Dutch 
counterparts to exchange ideas and innovations for a 
sustainable future. If we work together, we can make a 
difference and co-create solutions for local challenges. 

Friday 3 July
11:00* When I Was Fish: Tales Of An Ichthyologist - Mike Bruton  

(123)
12:00 The Role of Urban Art on the Streets Today -  

Cale Waddacor (119)
14:00 A Chain of Voices: The Prose Oeuvre of André Brink - 

Dr Godfrey Meintjies (122)

Saturday 4 July
10:00 IFAS / IFX Roundtable - Freedom of Expression (117)
11:00* Grafitti South Africa - Cale Waddacor (123) 
14:00 Work - Anti-Work - Lerato Bereng (123)
17:30 Red - A Documentary Film by Simon Gush (121)

Sunday 5 July 
10:00 Public Spaces - Iain EWOK Robinson (119)
12:00 Access to Information & Online Space -  

Gabriella Razzana (118)
14:00 Our Right to Know - Siviwe Mdoda (118)
14:30 DALRO / SAMRO / Debate - Media & Tolerance (117)
17:00** Blues had a Baby, they named it Rock ‘n Roll  (124)
17:30 Redefining Urban Spaces: Debate (119)
 
Monday 6 July 
10:00* Odyssey of an African Opera Singer -  

Musa Ngqungwana (122)
10:00 Ndifuna Ukwazi: Think, Act, Lead - Shaun Russell 

(118)
12:00 A Meeting between South American & South African 

Filmmakers (121)

Monday 6 July continued
14:00 Free? Prior? Consent? - LRC screening of Shore Break - 

Odette Geldenhuys & Wilmien Wicomb (120)
17:00** The Pipes, The Pipes Are Calling  (124)
17:30 Knowledge-Power: The Debate (118)

Tuesday 7 July
10:00 Art & Resistance - Manfred Zylla (118)
10:00** How to do a Show at the Edinburgh Fringe (124)
11:00* 150 Years of Wagner’s Tristan - Jamie McGregor 

(130) 
12:00 Being a Born Free - Vanessa Malila (119)
14:00 Race Trouble in Everyday Life - Kevin Durrheim 

(119) 
16:00* Florence - Reading by Patricia Boyer  (122)
17:00** 15 Fantastic Songs From 2014  (124)
17:30 Troubling Race - Again And Again (119) 

Wednesday 8 July 
10:00 Limits of Liberty - Gavin MacFadyen &  

Sarah Harrison (118)
11:00 The Zulu Crush Dialogues (Rec Centre) (125)
12:00 The Administration of Power- Ivor Chipkin (120)
14:00 Loyiso Gola - The Thin Line (116)
16:00 Functionality of SA’s ‘Dysfunctional’ Schools -  

Ashley Westaway  (120)
17:00** Political Song at 33 & 1/3rd Revs per minute  (124)

Thursday 9 July 
10:00 Local Histories, Present Realities -  

Noor Nieftagodien (120)
11:00* Shakespeare’s Word Play - Roy Sargeant &  

Diane Wilson (122)
12:00 Satire and Parody - Dario Milo  (117)
14:00 Search For Authenticity: Composing in SA (120)
17:30 State of the State Debate (120)

Friday 10 July 
10:00 The kykNet/Mnet Jans Rautenbach Interview (121)
11:00* Short.Sharp.Stories: Incredible Journey  (123)
11:30 Conrad Koch: Speaking Up  (117)
14:00 Myth of  Marketplace of Ideas - Pierre de Vos (117)
16:00 Cartoon Competition (123) 
17:00** Peter Klatzow - My Music (121)
17:30 Satire: The Most Sane response? Debate (117)

Saturday 11 July
10:00 Woza Sisi - Dahlia Maubane (119)
12:00 Getting the Last Laugh on Cecil John Rhodes -  

Justice Albie Sachs (117) 
14:00 What Is “African Literature” Good For? -  

Ranka Primoric (122)
16:00 The Musical Deeds ff Dr SJ Khosa (120)
16:00* New Territories - Greg Homann (122)

Sunday 12 July
11:00 Soft Vengeance - Film & Talk - Albie Sachs (121) * = Seminar Room 1, Eden Grove

** = Listening Lounge, Monument

THINK!FEST DAILY SCHEDULE – ALL EVENTS ARE IN THE BLUE THEATRE, EDEN GROVE (UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED)

Full details of the programme, speaker 
biographies and topic descriptions will be 
available in the Think!Fest Brochure.

Duration: 
All talks are 1 hour;  Panel discussions  
and debates are 1 hour 30 minutes

Tickets for all events:  R30 

2015 THINK!FEST CONVENOR: 
ANTHEA GARMAN



SATIRE AND PARODY: THE 
LEGAL PROTECTIONS AND 
RESTRICTIONS – DARIO MILO

THURSDAY 9 JULY 12:00

Dario Milo is a partner in the 
dispute-resolution practice 
at Webber Wentzel, where 
he specialises in media, 
communications and 
information law, and commercial 
and tax dispute resolution. 
He authored Defamation and 
Freedom of Speech (OUP) and 
has represented a number of 
high profile arts cases, including 
the cartoonist Zapiro, the 
Goodman Gallery in The Spear 
claim and ventriloquist Conrad 
Koch.

CONRAD KOCH: 
SPEAKING UP
FRIDAY 10 JULY  11:30

Ventriloquist and comedian 
Conrad Koch talks about freedom 
of expression in a profession that 
relies on the ability to talk openly 
and ask difficult questions. Koch’s 
puppet Chester Missing famously 
became the first puppet to win a 
court battle when the Randburg 
Magistrate’s Court set aside an 
interim protection order secured 
by Afrikaans singer Steve Hofmeyr 
gagging the puppet from tweeting 
about him.

MYTH OF THE FREE 
MARKETPLACE  
OF IDEAS –
PIERRE DE VOS 
WHY VALUES MATTER WHEN 
DECIDING ON THE LIMITS OF 
FREE SPEECH 
FRIDAY 10 JULY  14:00

Pierre de Vos is the Claude Leon 
Foundation Chair in Constitutional 
Governance at the University of Cape 

Town. He has published widely on issues of constitutional law, from 
housing to marriage equality and citizenship rights and co-edited 
South African Constitutional Law in Context (OUP). His blog  
www.constitutionallyspeaking.co.za offers a constitutional 
perspective on contemporary South African social and political 
issues and is widely read and syndicated in the Daily Maverick.

SATIRE: THE MOST SANE AND 
RATIONAL RESPONSE? A DEBATE
FRIDAY 10 JULY  17:30

Pierre de Vos, Dario Milo, Albie Sachs and Conrad Koch will be 
joined by representatives from the media and others to discuss the 
valuable role satire plays in the post-apartheid public sphere. 

GETTING THE LAST LAUGH ON 
CECIL JOHN RHODES – 
JUSTICE ALBIE SACHS
SATURDAY 11 JULY 12:00

Justice Albie Sachs is an activist and Member of the ANC. He helped 
draft the ANC’s Code of Conduct and statutes, is member of the 
Constitutional Committee and National Executive Committee of 
the ANC, a Director of Research for the Ministry of Justice, a retired 
Constitutional Court Judge and an author. He sits a member of 
numerous Boards, including the National Arts Festival Board.

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION: 
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
SATURDAY 4 JULY  10:00

The French Institute of South Africa and Freedom of Expression 
Institute join forces to present a round table about press freedom 
with guests from Radio France Internationale (RFI) and members 
of the South African media. On 7 January 2015, gunmen attacked 
the offices of French magazine Charlie Hebdo in Paris, killing 12 
people including the editor and celebrated cartoonists. The satirical 
magazine has a long history of publishing intentionally controversial 
and provocative cartoons and covers. The attack on Charlie Hebdo 
represented an attack on media freedom and a violation of the rights 
to free expression. However, beyond the solidarity shown by the 
rest of the world for the victims, the attack reignited long standing 
debate on how freedom of expression is contextually defined in 
ways that differ between countries. On a broader scale, the role 
of the media and particularly those who are tasked with editorial 
decision making is today increasingly defined by local constructs 
such as cultural sensitivity, political partisanship, legal norms, social 
values which increasingly define media freedom and free expression 
as a less universal principle.

CAN THE MEDIA IMPROVE 
TOLERANCE AND UNDERSTANDING 
AMONG WORLD RELIGIONS? 
PRESENTED BY THE WORDFEST DALRO/SAMRO COLLOQUIUM
SUNDAY 5 JULY  14:30
SEMINAR ROOM 2, EDEN GROVE

Maggy Thatcher once said: “Publicity is 
the oxygen of terrorists.” Is there more 
to the matter than that? A distinguished 
panel of experts from widely different backgrounds explores the 
complex issue of press freedom and the need to know in a world 
where the number of religious adherents is escalating rapidly and 
coming into closer contact than ever before.

SATIRE, CENSORSHIP 
AND FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
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ACCESS TO INFORMATION  
AND THE ONLINE SPACE –  
GABRIELLA RAZZANO
SUNDAY 5 JULY  12:00

Gabriella Razzano is the Head of Legal 
Research at the Open Democracy Advice 
Centre and the Director of Policy and 
Strategy at Code for South Africa. She is 
a legal expert on access to information 
and the online space and was one of 
the Mail & Guardian’s 200 Young South 
Africans to watch. In this talk she looks 
at understanding the limitations and 
opportunities for furthering transparency in 
a modern world.

OUR RIGHT TO KNOW – 
SIVIWE MDODA
SUNDAY 5 JULY   14:00

Siviwe Mdoda, National Co-ordinator of 
the Right2Know Campaign, focuses on the 
secrecy bill and our constitutional right to access to information and 
tells us how Right2Know goes about informing us and attempting to 
protect our ‘right to know’.

NDIFUNA UKWAZI – 
THINK, ACT, LEAD – 
SHAUN RUSSELL
MONDAY 6 JULY  10:00

Shaun Russell, self-confessed social activist 
and tech junkie, focuses on the challenges 
of getting access to information to all South 
Africans and the role that Ndifuna Ukwazi 
plays in attempting to alleviate these 
challenges and make people more aware of 
legislation and how it affects them.

KNOWLEDGE-POWER: THE DEBATE
MONDAY 6 JULY   17:30

“Knowledge is power” is a truism and even if knowing enhances 
transparency and accountability we still don’t see radical 
transformation in governance; Wikileaks caused outrage but hasn’t 
fundamentally changed who governs and how they operate in the 
US.  We discuss what kinds of uses of knowledge need to be put in 
place to make sure that democracies work for the people and not 
the powerful only. 

LIMITS OF LIBERTY –  
GAVIN MACFADYEN AND SARAH HARRISON
WEDNESDAY 8 JULY 10:00

Limits of Liberty is a groundbreaking anti-censorship festival started 
in 1993 as a project of the Weekly Mail & Guardian Film Festival and 
initiated by festival director Liza Key. The festival, which challenged 
and provoked its audiences for three consecutive years, included 
among its guests Marjorie Heins (American Civil Liberties Union), 
Sally Sampson (British Board of Film Classification), Frank Panford 
(freedom of expression lawyer) and the filmmakers Nagisa Oshima 
(In the Realm of the Senses) and Paul Schrader (The Last Temptation 
of Christ). Liza Key helps resurrect the Limits of Liberty festival as 
part of the 2015 Film Festival programme – see page 128 for details 
of films being screened in this series. In this taalk, Gavin MacFadyen 
(Director of the Centre for Investigative Journalism at Goldsmiths in 
London) and Sarah Harrison – (British journalist, legal researcher, 
and WikiLeaks section editor) discuss today’s limits of liberty in the 
face of spiralling cyber surveillance.

ART AND RESISTANCE 
WITH MANFRED ZYLLA
PRESENTED BY THE FILM FESTIVAL
TUESDAY 7 JULY 10:00

Manfred Zylla will be part of a panel 
examining the position of “art” as a 
method of resistance to coercion by 
state, religious, financial, censorial and 
corporate power. See page 126 of this 
programme for details of the films being 
screened in this series.

SECRECY AND SURVEILLANCE
Paradoxically we have more information than we have ever had before at the tips of our fingers and we have the power to pass it around 
in microseconds; but the same technology that gives us that fantastic ability is also used to constrain, to hide and to keep tabs on who we 
are, what we want to know and what we do with information.
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PUBLIC SPACES
Privatisation of shared space is the new normal in South Africa. Everytime you’re in ‘public’ you’re probably stepping on ground owned, 
managed and policed by a private entity, or one doing a public entity’s job for it. This affects and constrains life, art and work, particularly 
for millions of people in urban areas.

THE ROLE OF URBAN ART  
ON THE STREETS TODAY –
CALE WADDACOR
FRIDAY 3 JULY  12:00 

Cale Waddacor, photographer and graffiti 
artist, talks about the urban spaces he 
encountered in researching and producing 
his book Graffiti South Africa and gives us 
some insight into his thoughts on graffiti, its 
history, its purpose and its place. During the 
Festival, Waddacor will be creating murals in 
Grahamstown with local artists – watch out 
for his handiwork around the city.

 
IAIN EWOK ROBINSON 
SUNDAY 5 JULY  10:00

Iain Robinson, better known as EWOK, is a well-known Durban-
based hip-hop and spoken word activist, who has effectively used 
these as well as other 
art forms to galvanise 
people on a wide range 
of issues. He uses aerosol 
artwork and graffiti-styled 
murals to draw attention 
to a range of issues, 
usually working through 
recognised civil society 
organisations, painting 
around their concerns 
and actions.

WOZA SISI – DAHLIA MAUBANE
PRESENTED BY RHODES UNIVERSITY’S AUETSA CONFERENCE
SATURDAY 11 JULY 10:00

Woza Sisi – loosely translated 
as “Come sister” – is a photo 
series exploring how women 
street hairstylists negotiate, 
navigate and shape complex 
demarcated trading zones. It 
looks into ways in which the 
women position themselves 
and how they use and 
negotiate urban spaces. 
Woza Sisi aims to uncover 
a group of women street 
hairstylists’ urban experience 
and explore their relationship with the city of Johannesburg and 
the economy. Dahlia Maubane is a photographer and multimedia 
designer affiliated with The Market Photo Workshop, a division of 
The Market Theatre Foundation (Johannesburg). The photographic 
exhibition Woza Sisi will be on display throughout the Festival 
upstairs in the Eden Grove complex.

REDEFINING URBAN PUBLIC 
SPACES: A DEBATE
SUNDAY 5 JULY  17:30

Visual and performance artists, graffiti artists, city planners and 
urban warriors get together for a scintillating debate on urban public 
spaces in modern South Africa. Catch Cale Waddacor, Ian Ewok 
Robinson, representatives from Tokolos Stencils and Ism-Skism, 
performance and visual artists as they discuss the repurposing of 
urban public spaces.

NON-RACIALISM – THE POSSIBILITIES
BEING A BORN FREE –
VANESSA MALILA 
THE MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND  
MISSED OPPORTUNITIES FACING  
YOUNG SOUTH AFRICANS
TUESDAY 7 JULY  12:00

Vanessa Malila is a postdoctoral research fellow in the Media and 
Citizenship Project based at the School of Journalism and Media 
Studies at Rhodes University. Her research focus is on young South 
Africans and the relationship they have with the media in South 
Africa, and how that influences their political, civic and personal 
identities. In her talk, Malila examines the so-called Born Frees, 
the generation of people born after 1994 who are thought to have 
escaped the atrocities and limitations of the apartheid system.

RACE TROUBLE IN EVERYDAY LIFE 
AND DOMESTIC LABOUR – 
KEVIN DURRHEIM
TUESDAY 7 JULY  14:00

Kevin Durrheim is professor of psychology at 
the University of KwaZulu-Natal. He writes on 
topics related to racism, segregation and social 
change. His publications include Race Trouble 

(Durrheim, Mtose and Brown, 2011) and Racial Encounter (Durrheim 
and Dixon, 2005). In this talk Durrheim examines how we use ideas 
about race and racism to conduct ourselves, knowing that we are 
also objects of racialisation. He will show how race plays out in 
domestic labour contexts, using the infamous Free State University 
Reitz Residence ‘racist video’ as a case study. 

TROUBLING RACE – AGAIN AND AGAIN: A DEBATE
TUESDAY 7 JULY  17:30

Nomalanga Mkhize, Vanessa Malila, Kevin Durrheim and other high profile speakers will be chaired 
in a fiery debate by Journalism and New Media Studies Professor Anthea Garman as they tackle this 
troubling issue.
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MUSICAL NOTES

STATE OF THE STATE
Many commentators focus closely on politics, politicians and parties to give us clues about whether our democracy is working but 
this discussion will draw on insights from other sectors of society which might be more illuminating about change, crisis and future 
possibilities than just the political arena. Each of these speakers gives us fascinating and crucial insights into the state of our state from 
their particular points of view.

FREE? PRIOR? CONSENT?
ODETTE GELDENHUYS  
& WILMIEN WICOMB
MONDAY 6 JULY 14:00 (2HRS)

The Legal Resources Centre asks what free prior consent means 
for rural communities? This discussion will be informative, lively, 
and thought provoking. The event will also include a screening of 
The Shore Break, co-produced by Ryley Grunenwald and Odette 
Geldenhuys. Odette Geldenhuys is a public interest lawyer and a 
documentary filmmaker, and is passionate about both. During her 
public interest law career she has worked at, among others, Legal 
Aid South Africa and the United Nations.Wilmien Wicomb is an 
attorney in the Constitutional Litigation Unit of the Legal Resources 
Centre. Her practice specialises in African customary law and 
community governance systems, andrelates community rights to 
natural resources such as land, fishing and other extractives.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF  
POWER – IVOR CHIPKIN
WEDNESDAY 8 JULY 12:00

Professor Ivor Chipkin is the Executive Director 
of the Public Affairs Research Institute (PARI) 
and an Associate Professor in the School 
of Social Sciences at the University of the 
Witwatersrand. Chipkin has 20 years of 
consulting experience which involved research 
projects and reviews for local, provincial and 
national government. Chipkin has experience 
in government framework development as well 
as policy development.

THE FUNCTIONALITY OF SOUTH 
AFRICA’S ‘DYSFUNCTIONAL’ 
SCHOOLS - ASHLEY WESTAWAY
WEDNESDAY 8 JULY  16:00

Ashley Westaway is the Manager of 
GADRA Education and a Research 
Associate with the Faculty of Education 
at Rhodes University. He is an Ashoka 
Fellow who holds a PhD in History from 
Fort Hare University. The consensus 
view about South African schooling is 
that it comprises two systems, one that 
is functional and the other that is dysfunctional. This presentation 
makes a first attempt at understanding and articulating the 
‘functionality’ of those schools incorrectly boxed and dismissed as 
‘dysfunctional’. 

LOCAL HISTORIES, PRESENT 
REALITIES – NOOR NIEFTAGODIEN 
UNDERSTANDING CHANGE IN AREAS OUTSIDE THE  
MAIN METROPOLITAN CITIES 
THURSDAY 9 JULY   10:00
Professor Noor Nieftagodien serves as the Chair of the History 
Workshop at Wits University’s School of Social Sciences and is a 
senior lecturer in the History Department. He also serves on the 
board of the South African History Archives. He has recently been 
researching the medium and smaller towns in Gauteng, Free State, 
Mpumalanga, Limpopo and North West to gauge the extent to 
which historical influences still have an impact on individuals’ and 
communities’ everyday experiences.

STATE OF THE STATE DEBATE
THURSDAY 9 JULY  17:30

What is the state of the state? How are we doing at the age of 21? 
How do we evaluate whether our democracy is working?The experts 
debate.

“MINTIRO YA VHULAVHULA” 
THE MUSICAL DEEDS OF  
DR SJ KHOSA
SATURDAY 11 JULY  16:00

Shalati Joseph Khosa (1936-2013) is one of the most prolific black 
choral composers in South Africa. His music has been prescribed 
in all major choral eisteddfods in South Africa. Khosa has received 
several prestigious awards, amongst them are: the Premier’s Anglo-
Platinum Award and the SABC’s Munghana Lonene Award. Khosa 
has received several commissions from churches, festivals and 
several companies including SAA (song on uBuntu) and SASOL 
(conductor’s workshop). 

Dr. Reuel Khoza, a prominent black businessman and a patron of 
choral music will talk about the music of Shalati Khosa. He will reflect 
of the cultural, political and social themes that Shalati addressed in 
his music. 

THE SEARCH FOR AUTHENTICITY: 
COMPOSING IN A TIME AND PLACE – A DEBATE
THURSDAY 9 JULY  14:00

South Africa has a long history of composing music – from informal 
soirees to classical concerts and from cultural choirs to politically-
infused performances. The new compositions have much to do with 
enriching South Africa’s cultural life but how can the composition of 
new music be supported by new processes in funding, education, 
performance opportunities and documentation that will adequately 
reflect their place on the South African arts circuit? Peter Klatzow, 
Mokale Koapeng, Dianne Thram and Peter Louis van Dijk discuss 
this issue.
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THE KYKNET/MNET  
JANS RAUTENBACH INTERVIEW
PRESENTED BY THE FILM FESTIVAL
FRIDAY 10 JULY  10:00

Jans Rautenbach directed his first feature 
film Die Kandidaat, co-written by Emil 
Nofal, in 1968. This was a milestone in 
South African cinema gaining an award 
from the Academy of Arts and Science. His 
controversial production Katrina followed 
which examined the taboo subject of inter-
racial love. Landmarked films on the SA 
calendar were Jannie Totsiens, Pappa Lap, 
Ongewensde Vreemdelin, Eendag op ‘n 
Reendag, Blink Stefaans and Broer Matie to 

name but a few. In 1989 Rautenbach was awarded the FAK Prize for 
his contribution to Afrikaans culture. Cedric Sundstrom interviews 
Jans Rautenbach about his career in film.

A MEETING BETWEEN SOUTH AMERICAN 
AND SOUTH AFRICAN FILM ARTISTS
PRESENTED BY THE FILM FESTIVAL
MONDAY 6 JULY   12:00

Alvaro Brechner (Uruguay) and Pablo Cesar (Argentina) meet 
in discussion with South African filmmaker Jahmil XT Qebeka 
(Standard Bank Young Artist for Film 2014) to look at the areas open 
for collaboration between artists in the South. 

SOFT VENGEANCE 
ALBIE SACHS AND THE NEW SOUTH AFRICA
A FILM BY ABBY GINZBERG
SUNDAY 12 JULY  10:00

Soft Vengeance is a film about 
Albie Sachs, lawyer, writer, art 
lover and freedom fighter, set 
against the dramatic events 
leading to the overthrow of the 
apartheid regime in South Africa. 
Shining a spotlight on Sach’s 
story provides a prism through 
which to view the challenges 
faced by those unable to tolerate 
a society founded on principles 
of slavery and disempowerment 
of South Africa’s majority black 
population. Winner of a 2015 

Peabody Award, the screening will be attended by Justice Albie 
Sachs who will speak to the audience after the screening.

RED - A DOCUMENTARY BY SIMON GUSH
SATURDAY 4 JULY  17:30

In the mid-eighties, the Mercedes Benz plant in East London, 
South Africa faced a crisis. While it had been run by conservative 
management, unions had become extremely militant. Production 
was low as the work stoppages, strikes and go-slows had become 
the norm. A change in leadership in 1988/89, however, meant that 
new relationships began to develop and resulted in a ground-
breaking recognition agreement between Mercedes Benz and the 
unions (which in many ways pre-empted the labour relations act 
of 1995 in South Africa). A sign of this new rapport was when the 
workers convinced management that they would build a Mercedes 
Benz 500SE for Nelson Mandela. In Simon Gush’s documentary, 
made in collaboration with James Cairns, the story is told through 
the voices of the people involved. It includes interviews with some of 
the main protagonists from management and labour, overlaid with 
footage of contemporary East London.”

ON THE SILVER SCREEN

MUSICAL NOTES
PETER KLATZOW – MY MUSIC
FRIDAY 10 JULY  17:00
MONUMENT RESTAURANT 

Peter Klatzow celebrates his 70th year 
in 2015 and his compositions will 
be celebrated in various concerts on 
the Festival Music Programme. In an 
informal setting Klatzow discusses his 
work and plays recordings of some of 
his compositions – letting the listener 
into the background of the work. This 
well-known South African composer 
was, for 37 years, the Professor of 
Composition at the University of 
Cape Town. For two very fraught and 
anxious years he even took over the 
directorship of the College. Since 

2010 he has devoted his time to composition and travelling with 
his God-daughter, Claudia Botes.  His voyages have taken him to 
Egypt, Italy and Paris. As a composer Peter Klatzow was once known 
as a fearless promoter of the avant-garde aesthetic, and lectured 
on electronic music, Cage and Stockhausen. Tiring of the politics 
of aggressively “new” music he evolved a more creative approach 
to merging the old with the contemporary.  He has composed an 
extensive repertoire for the marimba, and also made some major 
contributions to the field of choral music.  

150 YEARS OF WAGNER’S TRISTAN – 
JAMIE MCGREGOR
TUESDAY 7 JULY  11:00 SEMINAR ROOM 1

2015 marks the 150th anniversary 
of Wagner’s masterpiece Tristan 
and Isolde, a work identified as 
both a watershed in the history of 
music and the supreme pinnacle 
of Romantic art, boundless in its 
influence and the immensity of 
its erotic appeal. To celebrate the 
occasion, the Wagner reading 
Wagner project, will present a 
unique simulation of the complete 
opera, serialised over three days 
and juxtaposing a re-creation 
(in English) of Wagner’s own 
characteristically dramatic reading of his libretto with a multimedia 
presentation of music and image. This lecture provides a useful 
introduction for those attending the readings. Jamie McGregor is 
a lecturer in the Department of English at Rhodes University. His 
special interest in Wagnerian opera and its relationship to English 
literature is reflected in both his teaching and research. Wagner 
Reading Wagner is on at the Beethoven Room from 9 to 11 July – 
see page 170.

PABLO CESAR ALVARO BRECHNER
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PLAY ON WORDS
 A CHAIN OF 
VOICES: THE 
PROSE OEUVRE 
OF ANDRÉ BRINK – 

GODFREY MEINTJES
FRIDAY 3 JULY 14:00

The life and work of renowned teacher, critic and writer, André 
Brink (1935-2015) is celebrated and honoured by the National Arts 
Festival through this tribute from his long-time colleague and friend, 
Dr Godfrey Meintjes. 
Dr Meintjes retired as Head of Afrikaans and Netherlandic Studies 
at Rhodes University at the end of 2012 but still teaches Literature, 
Literary Theory and Narratology in the School of Languages.
He completed a PhD under the supervision of Professor André 
Brink and has published articles in scholarly journals and chapters 
in books,  nationally and internationally, on (re)-reading traditional 
Afrikaans  prose texts, postcoloniality, literature and ecology, and 
history and fiction.

WHAT IS “AFRICAN LITERATURE” 
GOOD FOR? – RANKA PRIMORAC
PRESENTED BY RHODES UNIVERSITY’S AUETSA CONFERENCE
SATURDAY 11 JULY  14:00

This talk will consider some cultural 
and institutional implications of 
the deployment (in the present 
historical moment) of the category 
‘African Literature’ as a tool of literary 
classification, a pathway to cultural 
consecration, a cluster of textual 
forms, a network of authors, texts and 
readers and a mode of reading. Ranka 
Primorac lectures at the Department 
of English, University of Southampton. 
She has degrees from the universities of Zagreb, Zimbabwe and 
Nottingham Trent. Her research interests are to do with African 
literatures and cultures (with emphasis on Southern Africa), narrative 
constructions of space-time, the social functioning of literary fictions, 
city cultures and texts and new cosmopolitanisms. Together with 
Stephanie Newell, she co-edits Boydell and Brewer’s new African 
Articulations book series.

SHAKESPEARE’S WORD PLAY
THURSDAY 9 JULY  11:00
SEMINAR ROOM 1

South Africa’s 
most experienced 
director of the plays 
of Shakespeare Roy 
Sargeant has written 
and compiled 
this performance. 
Sargeant is joined 
by the doyenne of 

South African theatre Diane Wilson in this hugely entertaining, not 
to say instructive, celebration of Shakespeare the wordsmith. There 
are readings of famous and not-so-famous passages from the plays, 
reminiscences of the Maynardville productions in Cape Town and 
hilarious stories of the great Shakespearian actors of the past. Did 
the Swan of Avon invent 7 000 or 10 000 new English words or was 
it 847 647? Shakespeare’s Word Play provides a provocative and 
entertaining exploration of the Bard at his best.

FLORENCE: A SCRIPT READING  
BY PATRICIA BOYER
PRODUCED BY POPART PRODUCTIONS
TUESDAY 7 JULY  16:00  
SEMINAR ROOM 1

Florence explores the life of 
Lady Florence Phillips and the 
circumstances that lead to the creation 
of the Johannesburg Art Gallery. We 
encounter Lady Phillips in modern-
day Johannesburg as a ghost trapped 
outside the gates of a palace where she 
was once queen.
Through her first-hand accounts of 
events and lamentations of loves lost 
and unrequited, the audience is invited 
to explore the history of a city and the 

relevance of art in the formation of a place’s identity. 
Writer: Myer Taub, Director: Jennifer Steyn, Reader: Patricia Boyer

ODYSSEY OF AN  
AFRICAN OPERA SINGER:  
MUSA NGQUNGWANA 
MONDAY 6 JULY  10:00
SEMINAR ROOM 1

How did a baby, born in 1984 in South 
Africa under the world’s most complicated 
system of segregation and apartheid, find 
his way to the great opera stages of Europe 
and the United States? How did a child, 
raised in poverty by his grandmother in 
Zwide township, attain academic degrees 
in both South Africa and the United States? 
What does it take for one boy – or any 
child – to overcome the debilitating effects 
of discrimination and impoverishment? 
In his newly published autobiography Musa Ngqungwana details 
his story, from growing up in poverty in South Africa to winning the 
prestigious Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions in 2013 
and, in 2015, the Standard Bank Young Artist Award for Music.

NEW TERRITORIES – 
GREG HOMANN 
BOOK CONVERSATION
SATURDAY 11 JULY   16:00
SEMINAR ROOM 1

In this critical anthology of 
essays and interviews, some 
of the world’s most respected 
scholars and practitioners writing 
and working in South African 
theatre today share their detailed 
examinations and insights on 
the complex and contradictory 
context of post-apartheid society. 
The contributors document, 
contrast, and analyse significant case studies, representing 
examples from site-specific performance to new South African plays, 
from traditional indigenous performance practice to the reimagining 
of Western classics. The anthology takes the year of South Africa’s 
first democratic election, 1994, as its departure point and includes a 
broad range of topics that capture the current paradigm.

122



CARTOON COMPETITION
PRESENTED WITH SUPPORT FROM #COCREATESA
FRIDAY 10 JULY 16:00

The city of The Hague in the Netherlands and Cartoon Movement International teamed up to create 
a global debate about peace and justice that will involve editorial cartoonists and students from 
around the world. In a worldwide Cartoon Competition they ask young people about their ideas 

and local solutions that can tribute to international peace and create cartoon 
sketches. The 10 best cartoons are selected by an international jury and 
will be on display at the Peace Palace in The Hague in the week of 21 
September 2015. 
With support from the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the 
Cartoon Competition will have its South African launch at the National Arts 

Festival. South African award-winning cartoonist Jeremey Nell, (Vodacom 
journalist of the year 2011) and Dutch cartoonist Tjeerd Royaards (2nd prize at 

Press Cartoon Europe in 2014), will talk about the power of cartoons and satire 
and inspire the audience to create their own cartoons and enter the competition 

on this year’s theme “my peace, your peace”.

PLAY ON WORDS 
GRAFFITI 
SOUTH AFRICA  
CALE  
WADDACOR 
SATURDAY 4 JULY 11:00
SEMINAR ROOM 1

In a visual feast, Cale Waddacor showcases the work of South 
Africa’s most influential graffiti artists in his photographic montage, 
Graffiti South Africa. Selective interviews with major graffiti 
personalities reveal their passions and inspirations and cover all 
aspects of the movement, creating a true representation of its 
evolution. From underground tunnels and abandoned buildings to 
train yards and townships, local writers, each with their own distinct 
style, spread their work across the nation. During the Festival, 
Waddacor will be creating murals in Grahamstown with local artists 
– watch out for his handiwork around the city.

WHEN I WAS A  
FISH: TALES OF AN  
ICHTHYOLOGIST –  

MIKE BRUTON 
 
FRIDAY 3 JULY  11:00
SEMINAR ROOM 1

This fast-paced, highly readable book 
recounts the extraordinary life of Mike Bruton, one of the leading 
fish biologists and science communicators in Africa. Mike was born 
in East London where the first coelacanth was caught and studied 
at Rhodes University during the time of the legendary ichthyologist 
JLB Smith. He became Director of the Ichthyology Institute named 
after Smith and pioneered research on the coelacanth in Southern 
and Eastern Africa. Mike’s research on the freshwater fishes of 
Africa and the Middle East lead to entanglements with crocodiles, 
hippopotami, giant snakes and military operations but also allowed 
him to contribute to international efforts to conserve wetlands and 
threatened species. Through funny, peculiar and sometimes bizarre 
episodes, he shows that an aquatic scientist’s life is a story worth 
telling!

SHORT.SHARP.STORIES:  
INCREDIBLE JOURNEY
FRIDAY 10 JULY  11:00
SEMINAR ROOM 1

This is the third of the annual 
SHORT.SHARP.STORIES 
anthologies. Following the 
crime-thrillers of Bloody 
Satisfied (2013) and erotic 
tales of Adults Only (2014), 
the focus in 2015 is on 
a journey, be it political, 
personal or emotional. The 
incredible journeys of this 
year’s title vary from road 
trips to mind trips, and are by 
turns inspirational, intriguing, 
and entertaining. 
The judges of this year’s 
competition were Henrietta 
Rose-Innes, Ken Barris and 
Makhosazana Xaba, with a 
foreword to the collection by 
Sindiwe Magona. As the only 
regular collection of short 
fiction writing in South Africa, the SHORT.SHARP.STORIES initiative, 
published in conjunction with the National Arts Festival, is playing 
an increasingly important role in the nurturing and development 
of South African writing talent. As in previous years, the winning 
author receives R20 000 and there are three further awards of R5 
000. Author, editor and creative-writing teacher Joanne Hichens, 
curator of the SHORT.SHARP.STORIES awards, will announce the 
winning authors at this event as well as reveal the theme for the 
2016 anthology.
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WORK - ANTI-WORK 
FRIDAY 3 JULY  11:00 

Lerato Bereng, the 2015 Featured Curator, (Nine O’Clock), Simon 
Gush (artist and film-maker), and Ahmed Veriava and Prishani 
Naidoo, both writers well-versed in labour relations, take their 
direction from Gush’s exhibition and the doumentary film, Red (see 
page 121), in a fascinating discussion on issues around  work and 
anti-work.

Gush’s film will be screened after the discussion at 17:30 on 4 July 
in the Blue Lecture Theatre. The exhibition, Nine O’Clock, is at Fort 
Selwyn outside the Monument, and is open daily from 9:00 to 18:00.
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THE BLUES HAD A BABY AND 
THEY NAMED IT ROCK ‘N ROLL
SUNDAY 5 JULY   17:00
MONUMENT RESTAURANT

Elvis Presley was born 80 years ago and the first Elvis Presley single 
was played on the radio for the first time exactly 61 years ago. It 
may not have been the first rock ‘n’ roll song but it was the one that 
changed everything... forever. Rudyard Kipling once said, “What 
do they know of Elvis who only Elvis know?” Or something similar. 
So, who was that masked man? Richard Haslop will endeavour to 
explain but, following Kipling, will mainly play music that’s not by 
Elvis.

THE PIPES, THE PIPES ARE CALLING
MONDAY 6 JULY    17:00
MONUMENT RESTAURANT

They say that bagpipers walk while they’re playing in order to 
get away from the sound of the instrument. But it needn’t be that 
way. Join us as we listen to music played on a variety of piping 
instruments from a variety of countries that will burst your bubble, 
shatter your preconceptions and surely change your attitude 
towards this most maligned of musical devices.

15 FANTASTIC SONGS FROM 
2014 THAT YOU NOT SO MUCH 
PROBABLY BUT ACTUALLY 
ALMOST CERTAINLY DIDN’T HEAR
TUESDAY 7 JULY    17:00
MONUMENT RESTAURANT

This is the music, from a variety of genres and locations, that parted 
the clouds for Richard Haslop last year. It will very possibly do the 
same for you.

POLITICAL SONG AT 331/3 
REVOLUTIONS PER MINUTE
WEDNESDAY 8 JULY  17:00
MONUMENT RESTAURANT

Whether scathingly satirical, laugh out loud funny or as serious 
as your life, politically-orientated song writing has always had the 
power to upset those who might have a guilty conscience. Listen 
with us as writers from around the world and across the decades 
set up their targets and knock them down with unerring accuracy, 
sometimes at considerable personal cost.

THE LISTENING LOUNGE 
WITH RICHARD HASLOP

CLASSIC FM CONCERT 
INTRODUCTIONS
PRESENTED BY CLASSIC FM

A Classic FM presenter will host pre-concert talks at both the KwaZulu-Natal 
Philharmonic Orchestra concerts: the Symphony Concert on 4 July and 
the Gala Concert on 5 July. Both sessions will take place in the Guy Butler 
Theatre prior to the concerts.

SYMPHONY CONCERT INTRODUCTION: SATURDAY 4 JULY AT 17:00           
GALA CONCERT INTRODUCTION:  SUNDAY 5 JULY AT 14:00
ENTRANCE IS FREE ON PRODUCTION OF A VALID CONCERT TICKET

HOW TO DO A SHOW AT THE EDINBURGH FRINGE
PRESENTED WITH SUPPORT FROM CONNECT ZA
WEDNESDAY 7 JULY 10:00
ARTISTS’ LOUNGE, MONUMENT RESTAURANT

Every year the Fringe Society goes on the road to bring you information about how to take part in the Edinburgh Festival Fringe and to make 
the most of all the opportunities on offer. These free events are a great chance to get advice from experts about your Fringe visit and get 
your questions answered. You can hear about the origin of the festival, connect with our staff to talk about finding a space for your show and 
gain tips on how to make the most of your Fringe visit. Presented by Kath Mainland – Chief Executive, Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society and 
Rachel Sanger – Head of Participant Services, Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society.

Richard Haslop is a practising labour lawyer who has been 
involved with music for most of his life. He is best known for 
the wildly-eclectic radio shows he presented over 14 years 
on Radio South Africa and its successor SAfm, and for the 
thousands of pieces he has written about music for the past 30 
years for a number of national and international publications. 
He has also lectured history of music courses on African-
American popular music, the music business, world music, the 
blues and even country music at UKZN and other institutions. 
He may be the only person ever to have lectured strike law and 
the history of Cajun music on the same day.
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TWIST PROJECT & CITY PRESS DISCUSSIONS

When the applause has subsided and the artists have returned back to the dressingrooms there is always a curiosity about how and from 
where the artists found their inspiration. The City Press post-performance discussions provide an opportunity for audiences to participate in 
a challenging, enlightening and thought-provoking 30 minute post-performance discussion, moderated by a City Press journalist, with the 
cast and creative team behind a production. 

A DOLL’S HOUSE (PAGE 71)   FRIDAY 10 JULY    18:00   RHODES THEATRE
It is hard to ignore the play’s strong feminist resonances but perhaps one of the most radical aspects of A Doll’s House is that it presents a 
woman’s dilemma as a human dilemma, relevant to both sexes.  How can directors continue to challenge the notion that stories about a 
particular gender, race or other demographic should be treated as a special subject of concern only by artists from that demographic?

AFRICAN TIMES (PAGE 74)   THURSDAY 2 JULY   20:30   RHODES THEATRE
African Times embraces the tensions of today, hinting at the upheavals of the past and suggesting solutions in the future. Uys describes the 
play as ‘a white comedy or a black tragedy, depending on whose side you’re on’. The work of South African artists in general has not shied 
away from reflecting critically on society and on proposing possible solutions for a better future. What can be done to get audiences, politi-
cians and other leaders to take greater heed of the voices of artists?

MASOTE’S DREAM (PAGE 86)   FRIDAY 10 JULY    20:00   TRANSNET GREAT HALL
Masote’s Dream is an important biography of a leading and pioneering South African musician and his achievements in a struggle against an 
absurd regime. How can productions such as Masote’s Dream play a role in documenting South Africa’s history and celebrating it without 
the risk of romanticising the struggles of the past?

BORN IN THE RSA (PAGE 78)   THURSDAY 2 JULY   18:00   GRAEME COLLEGE
Barney Simon perfected the art of workshopping productions, which involved sending his actors onto the streets to experience the actual 
lives and realities of the characters which they would later portray on stage. What are the challenges and inspiration for reviving a work-
shopped South African production two decades later?

HAMLET (PAGE 80)    MONDAY 6 JULY    19:00   RHODES THEATRE
Hamlet states that the purpose of theatre is “to hold as ‘twere the mirror up to nature, to show virtue her own feature, scorn her own image, 
and the very age and body of the time his form and pressure.”  Why should Shakespeare’s work continue to be presented with or without 
being contemporised?

I HAVE LIFE (PAGE 79)    THURSDAY 2 JULY   16:00   VICTORIA THEATRE
Based on the true and incredible story of a woman who was raped, stabbed multiple times twenty years ago. There is a healing power when 
theatre is effectively used to discuss narratives that unravel painful truths but there is also the risk about how directors choose to tell the nar-
rative. Should the narrative be driven by the subject or by the person at the centre of the story?

THE IMAGINED LAND (PAGE 75)  FRIDAY 10 JULY    16:00   VICTORIA THEATRE
The Imagined Land is a new state of the nation play for our troubled, troubling times. How do we represent ourselves through narrative? How 
do we represent each other? Is there a need for a TRC in the arts?

THE VOICE I CANNOT SILENCE (PAGE 77) THURSDAY 2 JULY   12:00   RHODES BOX THEATRE
 Should writers, directors and actors be driven by a social conscience and a responsibility or should they just focus on making good art?

THREE BLIND MICE (PAGE 76)  MONDAY 6 JULY    15:00   RHODES BOX THEATRE
Three Blind Mice looks to the horrific and barely believable narratives that have dominated South African media recently.  How can 
contemporary artists avoid being at risk of playing to the agenda set by the media rather trying to define their own agenda?

THE ZULU CRUSH DIALOGUES
THE NOVEL-SCRIPT PROJECT PRESENTED
IN ASSOCIATION WITH TWIST PROJECTS
WEDNESDAY 8 JULY 11:00 (90 MINUTES)
RECREATION CENTRE, ALBANY ROAD   AGES: PG14    TICKETS: FREE

Initiated in 2009 as a partnership between the 
National Arts Festival and Twist Projects, the Novel-
Script Project brings together selected writers from 
South Africa, the Netherlands, and Zimbabwe to 
participate in a dynamic residency at the Festival.
Each year a novel is selected as the basis for 
the project, so that the writers are focused on a 
common theme and characters. Past residencies 
have included Zakes Mda’s The Madonna of 
Excelsior and Mia Couto’s Sleepwalking Land. 

The 2015 Twist Novel-Script Project will explore the 
complexities of love across borders in Zulu Crush, a 
novel by Dutch writer/theatre-maker  
Roel Twijnstra.
Based on a 10-day residency at the National Arts 

Festival facilitated by the award-winning script 
writer, poet and dramaturge, Kobus Moolman and 
director Emma Durden, a group of six writers-in-
residence will create a series of dialogues inspired 
by Twijnstra’s novel.
The Zulu Crush Dialogues is presented as a free, 
open performance by professional actors from 
South Africa and Zimbabwe. The performance will 
be followed by a 30-minute discussion.
The writers residency at the National Arts Festival 
is managed by Twist Projects and is supported by 
the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
in South Africa, and by Pro Helvetia, the Swiss Arts 
Council and the Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation (SDC).

CITY PRESS POST PERFORMANCE DISCUSSIONS
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